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This trestle bridge, which was built across Potomac Creek, Virginia, 
in just nine days, was a tribute to Yankee ingenuity and know-how. 

It stood nearly 100 feet high, had a length of about 400 feet, and hourly 
carried 10 to 20 loaded trains.  Lincoln called it the 

“most remarkable structure that human eyes 
have ever rested upon.…there is nothing in it but 

beanpoles and cornstalks.”
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Thomas  B. Allen is the author or co-author of 
numerous books about military history and espionage. 
His children’s books for National Geographic—
Remember Pearl Harbor, Remember Valley Forge, George 
Washington, Spymaster, and Harriet Tubman, Secret Agent,
have received outstanding reviews and won multiple awards.  
He lives in Bethesda, Maryland. Visit him on the Web at 
www.tballen.com.

•
Roger MacBride Allen is the award-winning author 
of 22 science-f iction novels, three of them New York Times
bestsellers. He is Thomas B. Allen’s son. Mr. Lincoln’s High-
Tech War is his first book for National Geographic, the 
f irst he has co-authored with his father, and the f irst non-
f iction book he has written for children. He lives in Takoma 
Park, Maryland, with his wife and two young sons. Visit his 
website at www.rogermacbrideallen.com.
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T
oday, high-tech means instant

Internet communication, electronic 
gadgets, and remote-control weapons. 
In 1861, there was a different list of 

wonders: printed telegraph messages, long-
haul railroads, and rifles that could shoot three 
rounds a minute. How, then, does the Civil War 
qualify as the f irst modern war? Much of the 
credit belongs to one man: Abraham Lincoln.  

Lincoln knew that winning the war would 
take more than the same old strategies and 
maneuvers. It would require using technology 
to create new ways of waging war. Lincoln 
worked to make sure his soldiers and 
sailors had the best and latest hardware. He 
witnessed high-powered weapons testing at 
the Navy Yard, used the telegraph to keep in 
constant contact with his generals, approved 
plans for ironclad warships and the launch of 
surveillance balloons, and ordered railroads to 
transport troops and supplies. By combining 
these new tools of war with time-tested tactics, 
he helped revolutionize warfare.

In Mr. Lincoln’s High-Tech War, the 
father-son team of Thomas B. Allen and Roger 
MacBride Allen combine their knowledge of 
military history and technology with archival 
illustrations and diagrams to introduce readers 
to this new warfare and to reveal a seldom-
seen portrait of Lincoln as the driving force 
behind the innovative technology that helped 
the North win the Civil War.

• Don’t miss these books by Thomas B. Allen •

  Harriet Tubman, Secret Agent

• Starred review, School Library Journal

•Cooperative Children’s Book Center 
   Best-of-the-Year List

• Washington Post Book of the Week

• School Library Journal’s Extra Helping
   Pick of the Week

  George Washington, Spymaster

•ALA Best Book for Young Adults

• Notable Social Studies Trade Book for Young 
   People—NCSS/CBC

• New York Public Library 100 Titles for Reading 
   and Sharing

• James Madison Book Award—Honor Book

• VOYA Nonf  iction Honor Award

• Starred reviews School Library Journal, Booklist,
 and Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books

How the North Used

                                      the Telegraph,
                                       Railroads,
 Surveillance     Balloons,

  Iron                 high-powered             
         clads,            weapons
  •  a n d  M o r e  t o  W i n  t h e  C i v i l  W a r  •

Sample Text from Mr. Lincoln's High-Tech War
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